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Birthday Honors

Marine Corps Base staff noncommissioned officers stand at parade
rest while performing their duties as the Staff NCO Marine Corps
Birthday Ball sword detail Nov. 2 at the Butler Officers' Club. Marines
throughout the world celebrate the Corps’ birthday each year. 118
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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Okina_wa.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/
Okina_wa. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the Web. The publication
can be viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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editors note

OKINAWA.MCBB.FCT@USMC.MIL

Big Circle extends greetings,
introduces changes for the New Year

Kaori Tanahara

o the readers of Big
Circle, a Happy
New Year!

I’d like to
extend my sincere gratitude
to everyone who enjoyed and
supported our magazine over
the last year.

Each winter edition focus-
es on the Marine Corps and
local communities sharing the
holiday spirit, and we feature
annual New Year’s greetings
from camp commanders and
mayors from local communi-
ties. This year, Okinawa Pre-
fectural Governor Nakaima
and Lt. Gen. Zilmer, com-
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manding general of the III
Marine Expeditionary Force,
have also contributed their
New Year’s greetings to Big
Circle.

Many events take place
during the holiday season
in both the U. S. and Japan.
In Okinawa, these cultural
events provide great oppor-
tunities for American and
Okinawan participants to
share each other’s cultures
and traditions. Through the
articles in this edition, we
hope to share with our read-
ers some of many interactive
events held between the two
communities throughout
Okinawa.
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Also in this edition, we
introduce a new series titled
“Jarhead Jargon.” In this
series, we will introduce
unique terms used by Marines
and people in the military
community. We hope that our
readers will enjoy this glimpse
into the culture and lifestyle
of Marines.

Last, but not least, Big Circle
has expanded its size to 24
pages. With this growth, I'd
like to ask for our readers’ con-
tinued support as we continue to
put forth our best effort to de-
liver a quality publication with
information that helps bring the
Marine Corps and Okinawan

communities closer together.
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onthecover

Lance Cpl. Jerry Schmidt, from 7th
Communications Battalion, dressed as
Santa Claus, gives a gift to Misa Afuso, a
resident of Hikarigaoka Nursing Home,

as Takane Yamashiro, a care taker at

the home, looks on during the annual
Hikarigoka Christmas party Dec. 19.
Hikarigaoka in Kin Town and the battalion
from Camp Hansen have been celebrating
various holidays and events together for
15 years. 1I2A 19H ICiTDN KD EZ
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New Year’s

greetings

from local leaders

In each winter edition, we feature New Year’s
greetings from local leaders, including Marine Corps
base commanders and Okinawan officials. This year,
in addition to six Marine base commanders and six

Okinawan mayors, Okinawa Prefectural Governor
Hirokazu Nakaima and Il Marine Expeditionary Force
Commanding General Lt.Gen. Richard C. Zilmer offer
their greetings to Big Circle readers.

¥FD

> 5“‘

Bpikds

4- KEGE - 2007-08F &5

Okinawa
Prefectural

Governor

appy New Year.
The U. S. — Japan Security

Consultative Committee “2+2"
reaffirmed last May their resolve to
steadily implement the realignment
initiatives described in the May 2006
SCC document, "United States-
Japan Roadmap for Realignment
Implementation.”

A steady implementation is
necessary for Okinawa Prefecture
because the Marine Corps’ relocation
to Guam, with the accompanying
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Hirokazu Nakaima
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return of land used as U. S. military
bases south of Kadena, will have a
major influence on Okinawa's future
and Okinawa'’s utilization of its lands.

Concerning issues surrounding the
Futenma air station relocation facility,
the prefecture will continue to seek
the possibility to eliminate the danger
involving the current air station within
three years. At the same time, the
prefecture will continue consulting
with the Japanese government, taking
local communities’ perspectives and
concerns into consideration, through
which we hope to find an early
solution.

I deeply thank the Marine Corps for
establishing positive relationships with
members of our local communities by
providing tremendous support such
as actively participating in English
education programs and conducting
clean-up activities at kindergartens and
nursing homes.

| hope that members of the Marine
Corps community will continue to
foster positive relationships with the
people of Okinawa, thereby continuing
to enhance their understanding of
Okinawa'’s history, culture and societal
circumstances.

May your New Year be bright and
peaceful.
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Commanding General
lIl Marine
Expeditionary Force

appy New Year to the readers of
H Big Circle Magazine! My wife

Lorie and | are delighted to be
here in Okinawa, where the Ill Marine
Expeditionary Force and the Okinawan
community share a strong partnership that
has helped strengthen peace and security
throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

In the pastyear, Marines and sailors under
my command have deployed throughout the
Western Pacific for operations and exercises
that have reaffirmed our commitment to
regional stability and the strong ties that
bind Japan and the U.S.

Lt.Gen. Richard C. Zilmer
VF¥—F-C-I)Lx—1iff

In late November, Marines and sailors
from the 3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade
deployed from Okinawa to Bangladesh to
provide relief to the victims of Cyclone Sidr,
which ravaged the country's southern coast.
Okinawa-based U. S. forces successfully
relieved the immediate needs of the disaster
victims by delivering urgently needed water,
food, clothing and medical care.

Additionally, Il MEF participated in
dozens of combined and joint exercises
in countries throughout the Pacific, many
of which were with units of the Japan Self
Defense Forces. By building relationships
with the militaries of the region, Il MEF
is doing its part to promote security and
stability.

Here in Okinawa, Ill MEF is actively
engaged with the Okinawan community,
promoting the positive relations that
have characterized our great relationship.
Whether assisting retired communities,
volunteering to teach at Japanese schools,
or any of the other many community service
activities our service members undertake,
IIl MEF is always looking to sustain the
great partnership with our friends in the
Okinawan community.

As we look forward to the New Year,
| hope to continue this great friendship
between the Marine Corps community
and the people of Okinawa that has served
as an example of the strong bond shared
between the citizens of the two nations.
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Col. Thomas A. Gorry
Camp Kinser Commander

Mitsuo Gima
Urasoe City Mayor

Col. Leo A. Falcam
MCAS Futenma Commander

Katsumasa Oshiro
Ie Village Mayor

Col. Thomas J. Connally
Camps Courtney and McTureous
Commander

Tsuneo Chinen
Uruma City Mayor
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Col. Russell I. Jones
Camps Foster and Lester
Commander

Masaharu Noguni
Chatan Town Mayor

Lt.Col. Sean D. Wester
Camp Hansen Commander

Tsuyoshi Gibu
Kin Town Mayor

Lt.Col. Scott G. Fosdal
Camp Schwab Commander

Hajime Azuma
Ginoza Village Mayor
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Col. Thomas A. Gorry
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Mitsuo Gima
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Col. Leo A. Falcam
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CAMP KINSER COMMANDER

he Marines, sailors and families of
TCamp Kinser would like to wish all of
you a Happy New Year.

Highlights from this past year such
as Nakanishi Elementary School winning
the prestigious Baba Award and Camp
Kinser being presented with the Japan
Good Conduct Award illustrate the close
supporting relationship between the
community of Urasoe City and Camp Kinser.

This relationship has strengthened
over time through mutual participation in
the Tedako Festival, Kinser Fest, assorted
community
relations projects
and events such
as Camp Kinser
hosting the Tokyo
Yakult Swallows
baseball team
during their spring
2006 training camp
in Urasoe City.

This New Year
is full of promise
as we continue
to build upon our friendship and cultural
understanding. We look forward to the
many events that serve to bring our two
communities closer together. We also hope
all of our Okinawan neighbors experience
good health and prosperity during the
coming year.

xr 7 - U Y—FESE

v>7 - Y —DBEBE.

KR, TORKELYFEDEE

VZHULEIFET.
EEOHANEROREH I FEIFES
BE®. Fvro7  F Y- BFEFTE
ZHEE ARHEF Y -—DORELER
FIEBFZRERTHOOTLE, TEZRY
PFOY—TIRMEE, BEVNDEFL
TELEMLAEY. EFIBRHTTES
FrTHOREYIIE - 27O0—-X
ZHFXF v TICEMRTEIHE. Helk
ELZBLILVEBSDBRIEIRFICEYE
<BE->TWET,
FEHLRIBECEBBDOESICEE
5. BAWEICKEBZETLLDS. BA
NDAZ 2T 4 —DHRESSHICEHTL
h3THE52<DITEEZSEBELS
CLTHEYVET. DEBOBADEEZED
RBELEREBMYBLEITFET,

-

URASOE CITY MAYOR

s we welcome the year 2008, | gratefully
Aextend my New Year's greetings to you.
| found one of the stories in the Big
Circle 2007 Fall edition particularly heart-
warming and it moved me to tears.

Also in that edition, the note written by
Lt.Col. Powell, who is the Public Affairs director,
which was titled “Marine Corps Families Find
Okinawa a Welcome Home" made sense to me.
After reading those articles | was convinced
that many Marines truly love Okinawa and that
as individuals as well as military professionals
they seek to
interact with people
of Okinawa.

| want to take
this opportunity to
thank Camp Kinser
located in Urasoe
City for its support
during last year's
“Tedako Walk.”

The event is one of
the biggest events
hosted by the city,
and Camp Kinser provided route access, water
points, and cheering spectators along the course.

Founded upon mutual understanding and
cooperation, | hope that our circle of friendship
will further grow in the future.

I wish the Marines, their families, and all
U.S. military officials abundant health and
happiness in the New Year.
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MCAS FUTENMA COMMANDER

would like to wish our Okinawan friends a
I happy holiday season on behalf of the Marines,
sailors and civilians of MCAS Futenma.

Once again, we have had a year full of
camaraderie and shared experiences. Witnessing
the first Ginowan District Tug-o-War competition
after a 66 year hiatus was a rare cultural
experience, as was again participating in the
Kachashi Dance Competition during the Hagoromo
Festival. My Marines and sailors are already
looking forward to this year. We have also been
fortunate to participate in other community events
like the Ginowan
City Agricultural and
Industrial Festival and
the Ryukyu Kaiensai
Fireworks Festival.
Our Volunteer English
Teaching Program
also continues to
be popular and
rewarding for
everyone involved.
The 2007 Flightline
Fair started off slow
due to some inclement weather, but the second
day was a rousing success due to the enthusiasm
of our Okinawan neighbors and the outstanding
performance by the Okinawan band D-51.

We sincerely thank our local community for
their continued support of the Marine Corps
mission and their commitment to the United
States & Japan Security Alliance.
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Katsumasa Oshiro
KB IE

IE VILLAGE MAYOR

s we welcome the shining New Year
A2008, | want to extend my New Year's
greetings to the service members,

officials, and families of the Marine Corps.

| express my deepest respect for the
Marine Corps on Okinawa for its great
contribution to the peace and security of
Japan, while showing its commitment to
numerous local communities on Okinawa
through such activities as environment
conservation and volunteer programs.

| also want to thank the Marines of
the Operations
Support
Detachment on le
Jima, who actively
participated
this past year in
various village-
sponsored events
including a track
competition
and a softball
tournament. Their
participation was
a great indicator of their friendship with our
village.

| truly hope the Marine Corps “Big Circle”
magazine will continued to be read by many.
I also hope that the mutual understanding
and cooperation between the Marine Corps
and the people of Okinawa will be enhanced
as partners working together, bringing us
another fruitful New Year.
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Col. Thomas J. Connally
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CAMPS COURTNEY AND
MCTUREOUS COMMANDER

he Marines, sailors, and families of
TCamp Courtney and Camp McTureous,

wish you all the happiest of New Years.
Our experiences in Okinawa enrich us as we
enjoy the opportunities to participate in our
community.

We will continue to support such
activities as the Camp Courtney Summer
English Class, Drive Safe Campaign, and
assistant language teacher program at local
elementary schools. Each of these events
and our daily interaction with Okinawans
builds friendship
and cultural
understanding.

We are very
appreciative
of the special
friendships we
have developed,
such as the one
with Okinawa
Electric Power
Company, which
ensured we were
able to light our
tree for the Courtney Christmas and Holiday
Festival.

We look forward to another great year
and many more friendships.
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Tsuneo Chinen
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URUMA CITY MAYOR

want to express my appreciation to the
I Marine Corps on Okinawa, for greatly
contributing to world peace and stability.

The Marine Corps also contributes to Uruma
City communities by conducting numerous
volunteer activities such as community cleanups
and English education assistance. We greatly
appreciate the Marines' participation and
cooperation in various city-hosted events.

In recent years, the international situation
seems to get only tenser.

Locally, there are plans to realign the
U. S. military bases
and move the
Marine Corps to
Guam. As part of
the realignment
plans, | hope that
the Japanese base
employees' concerns
about their future
employment will be
resolved and there
will be adequate
measures taken
for prospective
returned land. I sincerely hope that the
realignment will ease the burden of the U. S.
military bases carried by the people of Okinawa.

Together we create the environment in
which all people of Okinawa can live safely
and peacefully. I hope that as good neighbors,
the Marine Corps and the local community
will continue to work together to increase and
improve their mutual understanding.

| hope that during the New Year everyone
enjoys good health and happiness.
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Col. Russell I. Jones
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CAMPS FOSTER AND LESTER
COMMANDER

his past year has been a memorable time
Tof working together as a community.

Residents of Kitanakagusku Village, Chatan
Town, Okinawa City, Ginowan City and Camps
Foster/Lester have shared in sporting events,
cultural exchanges, and volunteer projects.

In October, we had our annual festival
and the second annual Halloween celebration
on Camp Foster. Both were successful events
that helped highlight that the Okinawan and
American cultures have much in common:

a respect for families, an unwavering love
of children, and a commitment to honoring
traditions.

As we look
forward to 2008, let
us commit to build
upon the successes
of the past year
and continue to
strengthen our
relationships
through those
activities that
enhance our shared
community.

The Marines, sailors, civilian employees
and families of Camps Foster/Lester would
like to extend their sincerest wish for a happy
and prosperous new year and thank the
local communities for the friendship and the
memories of 2007.
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Masaharu Noguni
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CHATAN TOWN MAYOR

express my sincerest respect and ap-

I preciation for the U. S. Marine Corps on

Okinawa for providing our town assistance
and cooperation with our English education,
environmental beautification and development
programs.

Chatan Town is one of the most vibrant and
exciting towns on Okinawa, highlighted by our
west coast area development that centers on
the American Village.

To further the growth of our town,
development of a port facility area on the west
coast as well as the area that used to be the
northern part of
Camp Kuwae are
underway. Once
completed, these
areas will be for
everyone to enjoy,
not just for people
from Okinawa but
also those from the
mainland Japan and
overseas.

During the New
Year, | ask each
member of the Marine Corps community to
be a good "U. S. ambassador" and to continue
your friendship with people of Chatan. | wish
the Marines and their families abundant
happiness during the New Year.
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Lt.Col. Sean D. Wester
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CAMP HANSEN COMMANDER

n behalf of the Marines, sailors and
O civilian employees of Camp Hansen, we

would like to thank Kin town, Ginoza
Village and Onna Village for the friendship and
exceptional support they have provided this
past year.

We are especially blessed to have a
mutually beneficial working relationship with
our good friends in the Kin Mayor’s office,
the Okinawa Defense Bureau, Kin Chamber of
Commerce, Kin Bar Owners Association and the
Ishikawa Police Department.

As a community, we have accomplished
much: we taught ————————1 I
and learned to
appreciate each
other’s language
and culture, cleaned
up numerous parks
and beaches, helped
our elderly and
celebrated the
accomplishments
of mentally
and physically
challenged children.

As the camp commander, | am proud of our
accomplishments and relationships and look
forward to the coming year. Camp Hansen
wishes each of you happiness, prosperity and
health in the coming year.
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Tsuyoshi Gibu
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Lt. Col. Scott G. Fosdal
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Hajime Azuma
C

KIN TOWN MAYOR

respectfully extend my New Year's
I greeting to the U. S. Marines, civilian

Marines, and their families on Okinawa.

Kin Town has a history of nurturing the
relationship with Camp Hansen.

Last year, Marines assigned to Camp
Hansen conducted many volunteer activities
like town beautification programs. Marines
also participated in various events including
the Kin Town Festival, gaining many
opportunities to interact with the town's
residents. Many Marines, civilian employees
and their families also turned out for town
events held at the
Active Park near
Camp Hansen
Gate 1.

We plan
to hold many
events during the
upcoming year
for people to
meet each other.
Through these
gatherings, we
learn from each
other's culture, helping to create many
wonderful memories.

I sincerely wish all of you the best during
the New Year.

KR

008FDMMELZMZ. 7EhiEBIB
;Zi‘iﬁﬁafwzﬁﬁwﬁﬁ.

ZLT TRERH] OFEDOLHE
IC. BATHEDHEVUZHLLIFE
T
eREEFr T - N EVIE. BE
ICHhi> TRIFBFREBATELERY
HYET., Fv>o7 - N EVDBER
B5(3. BIAICBIFZRS T4 75K
FEHEEZTV. X, @XETEOVZEIRL
HELEHL2BZANRMIIEML. <
DEFET>TEELE.

FroT - NEVEINS— MEED
TOT47IN—OTHEZNZMXV
IS, 2<0MBEEBDBEKS. EB
RUZDCREOEHENSSMLTEY X
T. xFEH. AITRELLGIR &
BLTHY, COL5>HELEZRBLTH
KOXEHRFL. BWICROHWVBWEZ
RILEZCENTENIFERVET,

BREIC. FEICHSITIEHRDSE
ZLDOSHESL. HEOTKRIBLEWEL
7.

CAMP SCHAWAB COMMANDER

appy New Year. It is with a great sense of
accomplishment that Camp Schwab reflects

over the past year.

As the new camp commander, | have come to
appreciate the friendship and cooperation that are
the hallmarks of the unique relationship between
Camp Schwab and its neighboring communities.

Itis this special relationship that guaranteed
the tremendous community participation in this
year's Camp Schwab USO Christmas Celebration
and our on-base English classes. Also, Schwab
Marines continued to volunteer for the mental
institution beautification projects and the English
teaching program
at the local public
schools and
kindergartens on a
daily basis.

With
the planned
construction of
anew airfield at
Camp Schwab, this
close relationship
will serve as a solid
foundation for any future discussions required to
reduce the impact and inconvenience that often
times accompany long term improvements.

| want to assure all Okinawans that Camp
Schwab treasures the close ties with the local
community, which we intend to maintain and
improve. We wish everyone continued happiness
and good health for the upcoming year.
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GINOZA VILLAGE MAYOR

am very happy to extend New Year's
I greetings to the Marines on Okinawa as

we welcome the glorious New Year on this
beautiful, small, and peaceful island.

As the international situation continues
to be tense and we face environmental
challenges on a global scale, we live in a
world where the future is uncertain. Here in
Japan, there are many issues to be resolved,zx
including the realignment of the U. S. military
and the relocation of Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma.

As we go about facing these challenges,
| ask the Marine
Corps to continue
to enhance its
understanding
of the local
community. With
your cooperation,
we can together
keep our
community safe
and peaceful for
all of the people of
Okinawa to live in.

| hope the New Year will be filled with
peace and happiness for the Marines on
Okinawa and their families, as well as for the
other U. S. military personnel and families
who are here.
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Tomiko Yoshlda a senior at H|kar|gaoka Nursing Home and Cpl George Fleming, 7th Communications Battalion, enjoy each other’s company during the battalion’s annual

Thanksgiving meal service at the home Nov. 29. The battalion and the home have been celebrating the holiday together for eight years. Photos by Kaori Tanahara

Marines share holiday spirit with Okinawan seniors

Kaori Tanahara

arines and sailors

from 7th Communi-

cations Battalion on

amp Hansen have

been volunteering at Kin Town’s

Hikarigaoka Nursing Home for 15

years, helping the staff there main-

tain a comfortable facility for the

residents.

During each visit, approximately

20 service members cut grass, prune

bushes, and clean the exterior of the

facility. Often, they interact with

the residents as well. On average,

Marines and sailors visit the facility

twice a month during the summer
and monthly during the winter.

What started as a simple act of

community service hasled, over time,

10- KE75Eg - 2007-08F £5

to a unique friendship between the
home and the unit, allowing residents
and service members to share each
other’s culture and traditions through
various events throughout the year.

The holiday season is always the
most joyful and eventful time of the
year for the residents and Marines
to get together. Last year was no
exception.

Hikarigaoka’s end-of-the-year
season began last November with
a festive turkey dinner. It’s been a
tradition over the past eight years
that service members and families
from the battalion bring traditional
Thanksgiving meals to the nursing
home and serve them to residents and
staff to celebrate this quintessential
Anmerican holiday together.

Following Thanksgiving, the

unit also celebrates Christmas with
Hikarigaoka’s residents by performing
Christmas carols and presenting a cake
during the home’s Christmas party.

“Eachyear during the party,alMa-
rine who is dressed like Santa Claus
gives a hug to each resident,” said Ay-
ako Ginoza, director, Hikarigaoka.
“Residents really love that and it’s a
very touching moment for us.”

Ginoza said that she is constantly
impressed by the service members’
volunteer spirit. “To express our
appreciation for their years service,
we invite unit representatives to our
staff’s end-of-the-year party each
year,” she said.

According to Ginoza, Hikariga-
oka also invites Marines, sailors and
their family members to other local
seasonal events at the home, including

the annual New Year rice-pounding
ceremony, cherry blossom viewing,
and autumn moon viewing.

Likewise, the battalion invites the
home’s residents and staff to Camp
Hansen to unit functions and get-
togethers, including bowling parties
and American-style buffets.

Lt.Col. David P. Wells, the battal-
ion’s commanding officer, said at last
year’s Thanksgiving celebration that
he always appreciates Hikarigaoka’s
warm welcome.

“It helps the Marines feel like
they’re back home. For many Ma-
rines, thisis their first time away from
home,” said Wells. “They miss their
families and they miss their brothers
and sisters and their grandparents. So,
this is an opportunity to experience
some family-like environment.”
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Pvt. Rhine Jervis, 7th Communications Battalion, serves Thanksgiving dinner
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Cadet Cpl. Jordan Kite, a student with the Kubasaki High School Marine C.orps Juni;)r Reserve Officers' Training Corp, ispays the Marine Cs'
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Corps celebrates hirthday, tradition

This edition of Marine Corps 101
highlights one of the most important
days for the Marine Corps: the Marine
Corps’ Birthday.

he Marine Corps celebrates
its birthday on Nov. 10. On
that day, Marines through-
out the world greet each
other with the words “Happy birth-
day” and celebrate the day with a set
of rituals that has been passed down
throughout the years. The most
significant of these is a cake-cutting

ceremony during which pieces of
cake, cut with a Marine sword if part
of a formal celebration, are given
first to the guest of honor and then
to the oldest and youngest Marines
present. The passing of the cake from
the oldest to youngest Marine signi-
fies the passing of tradition from one
generation to the next.

The cake-cutting tradition is part
of a larger birthday celebration that
was initially set in place in 1921
by the 13th Marine Corps Com-
mandant, Gen. John A. Lejeune,
according to the Marine Corps
Historical Division. Lejeune issued
Marine Corps Order 47, Series 1921,

which summarized the history, mis-

Sgt. Maj. Robert

E. Mastriano, the
sergeant major of
Marine Corps Bases
Japan, and 1st Lt.
Ralph Lemaster,
the officer in
charge of the le
Shima Training
Facility, present

the mayor of le
Village, Katsumasa
Oshiro, and Village
Assembly Chairman
Hiroaki Uchima,

¥ Marine Corps
birthday coins on
le Shima Nov. 2.
Photo by Lance Cpl.
Kevin M. Knallay
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Sgt. Maj. William F. Fitzgerald, Headquarters and Service Battalion, Marine Corps Base

sergeant major, cuts the first piece of cake at the Marine Corps Base Staff Noncommissioned
Officers' Ball Nov. 2 at the Butler Officers' Club. 11H2HIC/N M5 —§5# 0 S T THESh
EERBEBEMICAAET S ERTLEEDON—T 1 —T. ¥—FICATNTEEBEHEKX
B4 UT L - T4v VP TIb EFERELIER Photo by Cpl. Juan D. Alfonso

sion, and tradition of the Corps, and
directed that it be read to every com-
mand on Nov. 10 each subsequent
year in honor of the birthday of the
Marine Corps.

Thereafter, November 10 became
a unique day for Marines throughout
the world.

In 1952, then-Commandant of
the Marine Corps Gen. Lemuel
C. Shepherd Jr., directed that the
celebration of the Marine Corps
birthday be formalized throughout
the Corps and provided an outline
for the cake cutting ceremony as well
as other formal observances. This
outline was included in the Marine
Corps Drill Manual and approved
in 1956.

Last year, as the Marine Corps
marked its 232nd birthday, due to
the sheer number of Marines and
units on Okinawa, formal birthday
ball celebrations were held through-
out the month of November. Japa-
nese and Okinawan guests, includ-
ing local community leaders, friends,
families and co-workers of Marines,
were invited to the balls.

One of Okinawa’s smallest cel-
ebrations usually takes place on Ie
Shima. In 2007, about 20 Marines

and 10 Okinawans participated in a
cake-cutting ceremony at the Village
Hall Nov. 2.

The ceremony consisted of watch-
ing a video of the Commandant’s
annual birthday message followed by
the cake cutting ceremony.

"It was great for the Marines
to put on their blues and have a
proper ceremony as Marines," said
1st Lt. Ralph LeMaster, the officer
in charge of the Ie Shima Training
Facility. "It boosts esprit de corps,
and the ceremony allowed us to host
important local officials as part of
our tradition."

Ie Village Mayor Katsumasa
Oshiro attended the event and said
he enjoyed being able to take part
in the Marines' heritage. "I'm glad I
can experience a part of the Marines'
tradition and I congratulate them on
their long successful history," he said.

Lemaster and Sgt. Maj. Robert
E. Mastriano, the sergeant major
of Marine Corps Bases Japan, gave
the mayor and Ie Village Assembly
Chairperson Hiroaki Uchima Ma-
rine Corps birthday coins as a token
of their appreciation for the support
they receive from the people of Ie
Shima.
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Marlnes and sailors W|th the 22nd Marine Expedltlonary Unit and Bangladesh Army soldiers Ioad food and
supplies onto a CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter on Barisal Airfield, Bangladesh, Dec. 1 for distribution to
isolated areas in need during relief efforts in response to Tropical Cyclone Sidr. KE 54 /0> FILig
DOREEHPDI12A1H. NTST2aDONYBIIVRITZET, MIALLEMBEICRRXT 5EHDDR
HEMEZCH-53KBIAY O79 —ICREBT 3 HE22 5 LEEBROBEBEMES ENVISTa
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Navy Cmdr. David Damstra, medical officer of Fleet
Surgical Team Four, attached to amphibious assault ship
USS Kearsarge (LHD 3), treats the infected foot of a local
man in Sarankhola, Bangladesh, Dec. 2. The Okinawa-
based 3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade led military
relief efforts in response to Tropical Cyclone Sidr, which
struck the southern coast of Bangladesh Nov. 15. Photo by
Petty Officer 3rd Class William S. Parker

A U.S. Marine passes a case of
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soldier while unloading a
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Okinawa-based 3rd M EB leads

military relief effort in Bangladesh

Consolidated Public Affairs
Office

Okinawa’s proximity to South-
east Asia proved invaluable once
again as the 3rd Marine Expedi-
tionary Brigade led U.S. military
relief efforts in response to Cy-
clone Sidr. The storm struck the
southern coast of Bangladesh Nov.
15,2007, killing 3,347 people and
displacing nearly three million,
according to the U.S. Embassy
Dhaka website.

The Okinawa-based 3rd MEB
arrived in Dhaka Nov. 23 in support
of a larger United States response
to the Bangladesh government’s
request for assistance. The overall
U.S. effort was led by the Depart-
ment of State and U.S. Agency for
International Development. The
operation, which ended Dec. 7,
sought to reduce further loss of life,
mitigate suffering, and reduce the
scope of the disaster.

According to a USAID infor-
mation sheet on the U.S. Embassy
Dhaka website, 3rd MEB forces
airlifted more than 327 metric tons
of relief supplies from Dhaka to
the southern city of Barisal, which
served as a distribution hub. Military
helicopters then flew 118 cumula-

tive sorties from Barisal to various
effected sites, transporting a total of
115 metric tons of goods, according
to the site. They also delivered more
than 54,000 liters of water. Navy,
Marine Corpsand Air Force aircraft,
all in support of the 3rd MEB, were
used in the operation.

In addition to logistical sup-
port, U. S. military medical teams
worked closely with their Bangla-
deshi counterparts, both military
and civilian, to provide direct
patient care in affected areas.

Navy mobile medical teams
from both the USS Kearsarge and
USS Tarawa provided vital health
care services to victims in some of
the most remote areas affected by
the cyclone. Meanwhile, an 18-
person U.S. Army medical team
attached to the MEB worked
alongside Bangladeshi medical
professionals in a district hospital
in the southern city of Patuakhali.
All told, military medical teams
provided medical and dental ser-
vices to approximately 4,500 people
while also providing veterinary
services to nearly 500 animals.

A bilateral exercise between
the U. S. Marine Corps and the
Bangladesh Air Force, which had
ended just two weeks before the

Brig. Gen. Ronald L. Bailey, the
3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade

=% commanding general, answers
reporters’ questions at Barisal

Airport, Bangladesh, Nov. 27. U.S.
military personnel worked with
the Bangladesh military to provide
humanitarian assistance in the
area following Tropical Cyclone
Sidr. 11A27H. NV 5F2a
DNYBIVEET, CEDOEM
ICEZASEIBRKEATSEOD
FIVE - R Y —ifffg, KEY
10022 RIVO#KICAE
REBERMT D0, KERHR
BENVISTOABDBHBAL
7= Photo by Sgt. Ezekiel R. Kitandwe

cyclone hit, contributed to smooth
coordination during the relief
operation, according to 1stLt.
Adrian Rankine-Galloway, who
participated in both the exercise
and the relief operation as a public
affairs officer.

“When we got there for our
relief operation, we already knew
the Bangladeshi military person-
nel that we were going to work
along side. We had worked with
them during exercise ‘Sumo Tiger’
in late October,” he said. “The suc-
cess of the U. S. military operation
to deliver emergency relief supplies
to vicims of Cyclone Sidr, was a
direct consequence of theater se-
curity cooperation policies that are
characterized by our engagement
with the militaries throughout
the Pacific Command’s area of
operations.”

During the operation’s closing
ceremony on Dec. 7, Brig.Gen.
Ronald Bailey, commanding
general, 3rd MEB, addressed
U. S. and Bangladeshi military
and civilian personnel. “We were
brought together at a time when
we needed to be brought together,”
said Bailey. “It binds us when we
are challenged and it will connect
us forever and ever.”
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U. S-JAPAN FuUJl
FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

Fuji community leaders
get glimpse into
Okinawa Marines

Kaori Tanahara

wenty members of
the U. S.-Japan Fuji
Friendship Asso-

ciation from the Camp
Fuji host-communities of
Susono City, Gotenba City
and Oyama Town in Shi-
zuoka Prefecture toured
Marine Corps bases on
Okinawa Oct. 10 - 12.

The association has
been acting as a liaison be-
tween Camp Fuji and the
local communities since
it was founded in 2001.
“We hold various events to
foster friendship between
the Japanese and U. S.
service members through-
out the year,” said Shinichi
Nakano, chairman of the
association. “T'hey include
sponsoring unique events
such as draft-net fish-
ing and bamboo-shoot
harvesting, and introduc-
ing Japanese culture and
history to Marines who
are stationed and train at
Camp Fuji.”

This was the asso-
ciation’s second trip to
Okinawa, and its goal
was to deepen the mem-
bers’ understanding of the
Marine Corps, said Na-
kano. The first trip took
place five years ago when
members toured Futenma
Air Station and Camp
Hansen.

“To better understand
the Marine Corps, coming
to Okinawa is important,”
said Camp Fuji Com-

mander Col. K. X. Lissner,
who guided the tours of
Marine bases. “It was a
great way for association
members to learn more
about the Marine Corps
and our mission in the
region.” Association mem-
bers paid all direct costs
connected with their tour,
including transportation,
lodging, and meals.

On Oct. 11, the mem-
bers visited Camp Schwab,
where they learned about
the different units sta-
tioned there and the camp’s
relationship with the local
community. Then, the
group observed a pre-de-
ployment training event
that simulated a security
patrol on an Iragi street.
The members then had
an opportunity to taste
the U. S. military Meals
Ready to Eat (MREs)
that were served as lunch
at Oura-wan Beach, with
Lissner and Schwab Ma-
rines showing their guests
how to eat the pre-pack-
aged meals.

Later that day, the
group arrived at the III
Marine Expeditionary
Force headquarters on
Camp Courtney. The
group was greeted by III
METF Chief of Staff Col.
Charles Dunston, who
thanked the association
for supporting Camp Fuji.
III MEF staff then pro-
vided the members with
an overview of III MEF

organizations and their

16 - KE758g - 2007-08F £5

missions.

“The briefing helped
me better understand how
the Marine Corps is or-
ganized and why,” said
Yoshiko Ohashi.

“I’'ve come to Okinawa
many times before and
visited battle sites,” said
Hideo lizuka, who par-
ticipated in the associ-
ation’s tour to Okinawa
for the first time. “I was
looking forward to this
trip because it included
on-base tours. While on
this trip, I learned about
the strong sense of re-
sponsibility Americans
have for maintaining
world peace.”

Lissner said that after
he received the association’s
request, he helped coordi-
nate their visits to different
commands on Okinawa.
“By providing this service,
I wanted to show my ap-
preciation for what they
do for us, because the as-
sociation helps ‘grease the
skids’ between the Camp
Fuji command and the
local communities, thus
contributing to Camp Fuji’s
success in maintaining its
great relationship with the
local communities.”

“Under the Japan-U. S.
security treaty, the Ma-
rines come to Japan to
protect peace and stability
here, risking their lives.
We owe them the effort
to befriend them and help
them better understand

Japan,” said Nakano.
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Col. K.X. Lissner, co::nrrfpnigler: Camp Fuji,
shows Wasaku Tatemichi and Yoshiko
Ohashi, members of U. S.-Japan Camp
Fuji Friendship Association, {adw to
prepare MREs at Ourawan Beach on
Camp Schwab Oct 11. Lissner guided a
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ongoing pre-deployment training to members of the U. S.-
Expeditionary Force, welcomes Yoshinori Hirai, a member
of the association, upon the group’s arrival at the Ill MEF
headquarters building on Camp Courtney Oct 11, 2007.

5 ANIBHDKIRRE

T‘{‘{ﬁ/%ﬂ@

ANEHS
IN<L SIIE=
P o
£ EEME SJEQ
{THA O e i H MK X
MARRQUIE QTR +
M+ —+1 | M EEN
RS EERHEIEW
TEHRO°

FEHES NIV
RORDENOWVEY
SRR E S
B -111 4 L R 3K
MK S B L B -H W
¢ QEENENM0A F
mEEXEQXLTONE
SPRVEIYSRNELEE
ECERYHE DT I+
HEE - FRE o QRS
QA EE D v du s AR
Q1 ERRUSHEER
| QMY 4% % NN EEHA
QX HE 1 2 X i 12 A
BN AF S N\NIHEE
SNANZLNDIRNNH
NIRY LR SVFEX
EoHOE#EISEBRO

P L4 HEIR A+

foA042°
WK BHE N R
OEHBEYKRCRE

BHENQmMEAIERF
B 1 0" EEEE
DA M S HKE
7 HEE K EE )

AAEE AN CNPAR
S R
WREQHF AN -

DADN—NRIBSWY
+1m B AN
B 0 HE W
AOELOHMNEINS
MIERYN RN | &
NN EHEB YR O N
RENEYHUEN o
40 19 38 158 6 SH I 'R IR v@
SHOUPRIPER
A S K B ER AR A Y
S ¢ IRNE IO 1 K
QO WEKEN
FHOU T QREEN DN
ASRSEEINCEN R e
RIBHNERER
SIS+ AN - M—
L= RDE ESmem
QBRI+ — 21 -

NLNKER oW
g7 .T¢ﬁﬁ,,:4
mkﬁﬁmmﬁﬂwﬁmﬁé
S X< SIIIE R Q Y
HPVLESIVERES
it SNESKENER S EENAN N
KEHEIELRDE
S QEHEVRFEY
N SR ON°
%ﬁ@ﬁ%%%éh
B [EESND—NY N
7? IHRELEERQ
FELOLPY e
RPN v v R
KOG O & ASEIES
WHC °
EEEIMHBRINEN
SIOERKRERY U [
RO EEDHKY S e°
EERQ K DA D D Y
R ESIECHWIR
NI AR AN S
AT ORI O
A2 RRKDRO<LINOS
HEEZ O NS QIS
B SoREEY B
oI INARD N | AUNE D40
m&z VJ _H:J.b %W

%ﬁﬁ,

RAERQ WEHEAT + N
7%i%&7%§®)x
A=K TEHEY
Dof%6mkihi
bTEEOC®M@uT
FEHERMT WOl
FHOWR ¢ QEEWK
2 MDD S AR A
FAO | AUNEONC

-+ NNUBFVS
EEE ORI v L0
TR L EB e
Ko 1) QERDOEEE
LEANINVRmMWIXES
D048 | A A—K
E MIOBENLRE|LH
BNWOLERRQM L
SLIANE S 640

[ B L D
S\ MR QE-ZEAINH
SR LBEHRGREN
160 M S 500
AN E R e <
230 | < | <NEDW
D" MRWERE O 4010
A A ERR 4o 10 1 AJsd
KR | (X - EEKD)

WINTER 2007-08 - Bic CrciE - 17



Kin Town, Camp Hansen
celebrate Christmas tradition

Kaori Tanahara

( : hristmas arrived a little early at
Camp Hansen as women from the
Navy Federal Credit Union’s Hansen

Branch and the Kin Town Chamber of

Commerce celebrated the festive occasion

together at the United Service Organizations

(USO) facility aboard the camp on Dec. 1.

For the past 20 years, NFCU Hansen has
been hosting an annual Christmas party for
various Kin Town organizations, accord-
ing to Chiyoko Kochi, community relations
specialist, Camp Hansen.

“Camp Hansen has a great relationship
with its local community. As military spouses
working on the camp, we're very glad to
be part of the greater community of Camp
Hansen,” said Elizabeth Thames, NFCU
Hansen branch manager. “This party is to
show how much we appreciate the friendship
of the women from Kin Town and cultural
exchanges like this.”

During the summer, the two groups had
their first opportunity to meet and enjoy each
other’s culture by sampling food in a potluck

style party at the Kin Chamber of Commerce
office, according to Emiko Toyama, director
of the Kin COC Women’s Association. “It
was a great success and everyone wanted to
continue our friendship and cultural ex-
changes.”

During the Christmas party, Americans
taught their Japanese guests how to make
Christmas tree ornaments, which they later
exchanged with each other as something to
remember the event by. The two groups also
exchanged Christmas gifts.

“Hopetully, we'll be able to do more
events during the year both on base and out
in town,” said Thames. “They get to expe-
rience some of our culture and we get to
experience more of theirs. Sometimes, when
you live on base, you don’t get out into the
community.”

Possible future exchange plans include a
group golf game and a Kin Town excursion
for NFCU staff to visit business establish-
ments run by the Kin Town COC women.

The Christmas party ended with everyone
dancing Kachashi, an Okinawan dance to
express happiness on joyous occasions.

N~
7

B m— A=,

=K

g
NS

T ACHRIE O
RO TS
<R

e

T
s NN eH

=
SV acomz

3

SCUFTFOFERTSF
ST KRN
| OEESEE

SESeE [
) wellTeshd UV > Ay

VATNNANCSY STOCERAFTOM *+ANTEE NS aF

IS

okk
=

L NOAN RN SF N AFNTHNS v ¢ HNWEBEESIE-E AN

<~
-~
23

FF AEZrE

Al
S
(oo

p)

5

N
P

AN

FNANSY

[AFCHS
TERT (Y
— >

SN TRBIS >
v TR

XN Al — AN
-

— AN
A=A

WHEEDH T OBl

PR <
AV TROT v S CHERITK

T RSO

FENEEIEIE CRS—CSUNAN TMHEASXF

§ 1 ORI KE N D~

Nine Tel o<
o U SO YR

EACKE MR
F AN T T Ovnk
ABFRIETRO T I
THXNMKAZ TV D,

N~
~o
<~
o\-w P

AN

(ATE - ) G SSEMBEIERNS S RS CTFS U—SNERCRIE
&% ESES

I HERS NS
S ANAUIN AN A

— 4+ MFOSTHS NTATHTIE
IR

GIERIFEROE> AESEOSEHT)

BEENIOEACHK
RIGIEAFES €

SEISME R —
SR> O BT M

FEREIBT — A i—

Kin Chamber of Commerce Women'’s Association Director Emiko Toyama, far right, teaches Navy Federal Credit Union Hansen branch staff the
Okinawan dance Kachashi at the end of the Christmas party Dec.1. [##ED Y D HF v — > —ZFEEHEREEN L EEOEEICHASE
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Beginning with this edition of Big Circle, we're
introducing a new series called “Jarhead Jargon.”
Jarhead is a nickname that U. S. Marines sometimes
use to refer to one another (see below). In this edition,
we'll begin by introducing nicknames for Marines,
including “jarhead,” “leatherneck” and “devil dog.” By
introducing these unique words and phrases, we hope
to give readers new insight into Marine Corps culture.

arhead is a nickname that U.S. Marines
sometimes use to refer to one another. The
origin is uncertain, but it is said to come
from the popular “high and tight” haircut,
which leaves hair only on the top of the head and
cuts the remainder almost to the scalp, thereby
giving the appearance of a lid to a glass jar.

While the “high and tight” is not a manda-
tory hair style, trimming one’s hair short and
neat is second nature to every Marine.

“Leatherneck” and “devil dog” are terms
that can be used by anyone
when referring to Marines.

According to the Marine
Corps Association’s website
(www.mca-marines.org), "leath-
erneck" goes back to the leather
collar, which was part of the
Marine Corps uniform during
the Revolutionary War period
from 1775 to 1783. The leather
collar was designed to protect
the jugular vein from saber
slashes. It also helped Marines
keep their heads erect and main-
tain military bearing. Although no longer used,
itis still commemorated by the standing collar on
the dress blue and dress white uniform.

"Devil dog" dates back to 1918 and derives
from a German word, "Teufelhunden,” mean-
ing "fierce fighting dogs of legendary origin,"
now popularly translated in English as "devil
dogs." During World War I in France, Marines
fought fierce close-combat against Germans in
the supposedly impenetrable terrain of the Bel-
leau Woods. The Germans received a thorough
"indoctrination" into the fighting ability of
U.S. Marines during the battle, and afterwards

Kbegan to refer to them as "devil dogs."

Jarhead

Jargon
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Cpl. Joshua J. Henderson lau

ghs as he watches Cpl. 7

Shane M. Pierce being tickled by Okinawan children
during the 26th Annual United Service Organizations'
Camp Schwab-Henoko Children's Christmas Day Dec. 8
at the Camp Schwab USO. 128 8 BN $E26EF v >~ 7
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Photo by Cpl. Juan D. Alfonso

20 KEZER - 2007-08F £5

aManona
mission

st

ML TR F. YIRS T
T B S TATICEEEN T
e hhb5T, MEFEER
DIFFELZ, A7 VU A ADJH
WEPARYIIH 5D TT,

Fy T a—bo—
Uy AT 4V bYTVY IR

ast December, I was invited
Lto a Christmas party at the

house of Etsuko Shinzato
and her family. Etsuko is a student
in one of the Camp Courtney adult
English classes taught by Mr. Ichi-
ro Umehara, the camp community
relations specialist and Marines,
like me, who volunteer. Through
the class over the past year, Etsuko
and I have grown so close that we
have even began to call each other
mother and son!

Friends from the Courtney
adult English class were also at the
party. We had a traditional Christ-
mas dinner and Etsuko added a bit
of Japanese culture to the mix. The
food was delicious and the party
had a homey feeling to it. The rest
of the night, we talked about the
days that had passed and the days
to come. We also had a birthday
party for a woman who also par-
ticipated in the English class. At
the end of the night, Etsuko and
her two daughters passed gifts out
to the guests. The night was fun
and enjoyable for everyone.

This was one of the most en-
joyable Christmases that I have
ever had. The fact that I am in the

Marine Corps here in Okinawa
and that I have bonded with
local community members on
such a personal level is extremely
extraordinary. I have found a fam-
ily so far away from my home. I
certainly had my Christmas wish
come true.

Lance Cpl. Justin Thompson
Camp Courtney
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ne of my favorite Disney
attractions is “It’s a Small
World.” It represents
that every one is connected with
each other and the world is much
smaller than one may think. The
story of 1st Lt. Michael Aldrich’s
journey home, which ran in Big



Circle Fall 2007 edition, reminded
me about that. Human relation-
ships are mysterious. If they’re
treasured, they go in a positive
direction, but if not, they turn the
wrong way. Aldrich’s journey was
made possible because of his good
human relationships. It is neces-
sary for one to understand others
to make friends with them. The
story inspired me to raise my own
consciousness in treating others
so that I'll be able to build better
human relationships with people
around the world.

Natsumi Komatani
Ginowan City
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Iam a Japanese employee and

have worked on a Marine

Corps base for several years. 1
often read the “Okinawa Marine,”
the English weekly paper of the
Marine Corps here, but I did not
know about Big Circle magazine
until recently. Though working on
base, I haven’t had many opportu-
nities to know about activities of
Marines or the Marine Corps out-
side my work. I especially enjoyed
reading stories of the Marines’
many volunteer activities in detail.
Thank you for the information
you provide. I now feel even closer
to the Marines I work with, and
my knowledge about the Marine
Corps has been increased. I am
looking forward to sharing your
Japanese-language magazine with
my family.

Tomoki Kamiya
Ginowan City
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Schwab, Henoko showcase Japan-U.S. fr1endsh1p

Fumio lha

ile Camp Schwab is
getting wide recog-
nition throughout

Japan because of the high-profile
Futenma Relocation Facility Plan,
the positive relationship between
the camp and adjacent Henoko
district of Nago City may not be as
well known.

'This positive relationship has
been built upon mutual trust, un-
derstanding and friend-

hosted by the Henoko commu-
nity. We never miss any of them.
Likewise, many Henoko residents
participate in events held on Camp
Schwab.

While liaising between Camp
Schwab and Henoko, it has been
my privilege and pleasure to con-
tribute to the deepening friendship
between the two great nations. I
have made friends for life and met
great people through numerous
community relations programs.

Above all in my ca-

ship between successive ~ COMMUNITY  reer, T was most touched
Henoko district mayors ~ RELATIONS by former Headquarters
and camp command- PERSPECTIVE and Service Company

ers, as well as between
Henoko residents and
the Marines and sailors stationed
on Camp Schwab. From my
experience as the camp’s com-
munity relations specialist for the
past 14 years, it’s not an exaggera-
tion to say that this kind of good
relationship between the two
communities is a true showcase of
Japan-U. S. friendship.

Camp Schwab is recognized
as the 11th residential section of
Henoko, and Marines and their
families have been a part of many
events and festivities, big and small,
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commander of 3rd Ma-
rine Regiment, Capt.
Taylor (retired as a colonel) and his
longstanding relationship with the
“Sanyo Tigers,” a baseball team
made up of Okinawan boys from
Mihara and Kayo districts of Kushi
Village (currently Nago City).
Capt. Taylor founded the team

in 1960, and he supplied all the
equipment for the team. His gener-
osity contributed both mentally and
materialistically to the children’s
development and enjoyment. It was
my great pleasure to help Capt.
Taylor visit Okinawa for a week in
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1997 to reunite with his Tigers for
the first time in 37 years.

I was impressed by Capt.
Taylor’s words during his welcom-
ing reception: “Under the terrible
environment then, the smiles of
children taught all of us human
dignity.” I was also struck by the
smiles of the Tiger players, who
told me that Taylor’s volunteer spirit
touched them greatly and encour-
aged them to support children’s
activities when they became adults.

I felt like no matter where you
are from or who you are, such
experiences will remain with you
for a lifetime.

In recent years, many Marines
have deployed from Schwab to
Iraq and Afghanistan. Some of
them had been teaching adult
English classes on base and had
become friends with their Japanese
students. It was heartwarming for
me when I learned that several
students held send-off parties for
those Marines, treating them as if
they were family.

Through English instruction at
the kindergartens and elementary
schools of Nago City and through
other community services, Schwab
Marines exemplify the Marine
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Corps’ values of “honor, courage
and commitment.” Such Marines

will continue to be indispensable in
fostering our bilateral friendship.

Schwab Marines, as members
of the 11th residential of Henoko,
have been an integral part of a
very special relationship that’s
been in existence for nearly 50
years. As the camp’s community
relations specialist, I feel honored
to serve as a bridge between the
two communities. I hope that the
Japan-U. S. friendship continues
to blossom like the cherry trees in
Nago. I wish Big Circle readers
and everyone great health and a
fulfilling New Year.
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Corina Saucedo, a Navy Federal Credit Union Hansen branch employee, shows Aiko Isagawa, a Kin Chamber of
Commerce Women'’s Association member, her drawing on a Christmas tree ornament during the Christmas party Dec. 1.
NFCU Hansen branch has been hosting an annual Christmas party for various Kin Town organizations for the past two
decades. 12B1HICTTONAEI YRR AN—T 4 —T. @ENHLISZEBOFENBFEAIC. JYRTRY
Y-V ICEATEWVLRZRESBEEREAESRENAY—F - V- — R A, REESHEEETO
B2 LBEGEBVWTHS I URRAN=T 1 —ZIRDH T205IC755 Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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